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A NOTE ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS
AT THE MUSLIM UNIVERSITY, ALIGARH
Until very recently, the university at Aligarh was
thoroughly liberal and predominantly secular. But since 1937
or thereabouts, it has come under the dominance of the
Muslim League, and has been infused with an almost hysteri-
cal religious enthusiasm, intolerant and anti-rational.
This reactionary situation followed closely a brief burst
of nationalism among the students. We noticed above that
to a large extent the institution had been (except in 1920)
politically apathetic, in the ,Sir Sayyid pro-British tradition.
But by 1936 the India-wide movement of discontent and of
progressive social striving had spread also to Aligarh
students. In that year the undergraduates staged a consider-
able strike against the university's repression of nationalist
activities. And when a resolution was moved in the
Students' Union to found an All-India Muslim Students'
Federation in reply to the new All-India Students' Federation,
the " proposal was turned down in an overwhelming majority
unprecedented in the history of the Union"64.
Such progressive moves were short-lived. The All-India
Muslim Students' Federation, founded forcibly against the
opposition of Muslim students55, to-day flourishes. Aligarh
became the emotional centre of ' Pakistan'. Most of the
students, and all the vocal members of the staff, have been
wholehearted, even furious, supporters of Islamic fascism.
The Khaksar movement in 1941 transferred its headquarters
to Aligarh.
In the autumn of 1939 there was an agitation to remove
from the staff (on the grounds of atheism, communism, and
the like) all those who did not sympathize with the Muslim
League. Actually the men were not dismissed from their
teaching posts, except one or two active and outspoken; the
rest were warned, and hence they have had to keep quiet for
fear of losing their positions. Wardens of hostels who
would not join the reactionary movement were removed
from that direct contact with the students, and Muslim